
 

 

 

 

DUCHESNE COUNTY OIL & GAS LIAISON PROGRAM 

 
Contact: 

 

CoraLee Sanchez, Executive Secretary  
Community Development Department 

PO Box 317 

Duchesne, UT 84021-0317 

435-738-1152 

csanchez@duchesne.utah.gov 

 

On June 5, 2013, Ordinance #12-308, regulating the placement of oil 

and gas wells in the county, became effective.  This ordinance 

requires energy companies to work with private surface owners, 

with a primary or secondary dwelling or public building within 660 

feet of the wellhead, in an attempt to minimize damage and impacts 

to such owners during the process of extracting minerals. 

 

The mineral estate has often been separated from the surface estate.  

Case law has consistently found that the mineral estate is dominant 

over the surface estate; however, the energy companies are still 

required to minimize surface damage and allow the surface owner a 

reasonable continued use of the surface. 

 

Because of the conflicts that frequently occur between the surface 

and subsurface interests, Duchesne County has appointed a liaison 

(see contact information above) to help private surface owners 

understand their rights and to help them contact designated energy 

company representatives who can attempt to address surface owner 

concerns. 


